AVI LEARNER CAREER EDUCATION

INTRODUCTORY GUIDE « VERSION 0.1

Airspace planning and flow careers

Distinguish airspace management flow and procedure design

Airspace management, air traffic flow management (ATFM) and flight procedure design address different
problems. Airspace work considers the structure and use of airspace; flow work considers demand and
capacity across a network; procedure design develops and maintains defined flight procedures through
controlled processes. These functions interact with air traffic control but are not the same job. This guide
helps you choose which work to investigate. [F1, F2, F3]

Educational review draft. Owner and subject review pending. Sources checked 27 October 2026; next review not yet
scheduled.

What the work contributes

« Airspace planning and coordination bring different users and service providers into discussions about
airspace needs, structures and changes. [F1]

» Flow-management teams consider the wider effects of constraints and coordinate responses across
the system rather than treating every local problem in isolation. [F2]

« Procedure-design teams work within a controlled design, documentation, validation and maintenance
process. This is not simply drawing a route on a map. [F3]
An illustrative working day

Original simplified example, not a duty schedule or an operating procedure. Actual work varies by organization,
operation and assigned role.

Part of the work What a beginner should notice

Understand the An analyst identifies the exact question, decision owner, source data and
assignment limitations. The task might be planning support rather than live operations.

The colleague checks versions and assumptions and prepares a clear comparison

FIEAENE EHIEEEE for qualified colleagues. Different functions use different tools and approvals.

Relevant teams discuss effects on other users, services and future work.

Coordinate Disagreement and missing information are recorded rather than hidden.
Review and Outputs are reviewed through the applicable process. A draft study or learning
handover exercise is not an operational instruction or approved procedure.

Keep the role boundaries clear

Air traffic control provides the assigned control service; flow management looks at system demand and
capacity. Airspace design and daily airspace coordination differ from designing an instrument flight
procedure. A software user, analyst, designer, validator and approving authority may have distinct
responsibilities. Job titles alone do not reveal these boundaries. [F1, F2, F3]

Do you prefer comparing network effects coordinating competing needs or checking detailed design
evidence
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Build your learning sequence

Use this sequence to investigate the career before committing to formal training. It is an educational
exploration path, not an approved syllabus or a compulsory worldwide route.
Separate the three work questions

For airspace work ask how airspace needs are organized. For flow work ask how demand relates to
available capacity. For procedure design ask how a defined procedure is created and assured. Start with
one function, not a promise to qualify for all three.

Build analytical foundations

Practise numeracy, data organization, geography, version control and concise explanation. Use non-
operational datasets. Learn to distinguish a measured value, a forecast and an assumption before
drawing conclusions.

Understand the organizations

Map the service provider, network coordination function, regulator, airport and airspace users in a
chosen jurisdiction. Identify which organization owns the post and which decisions it can make.
Investigate the entry and competence route

Ask whether a role recruits new graduates, experienced operational staff or trained specialists. For
procedure design, check the applicable training, experience and continuation requirements. Do not treat
an introductory mapping course as a professional design qualification.

Choose a supervised next step

Compare an introductory learning option against the actual role. Ask what supervised practice and
assessment follow, who reviews outputs and what further competence is needed for independent work.
A worked exploration decision

Fictional example: Noor enjoys maps and expects all airspace jobs to involve drawing flight routes. After
comparing role descriptions, Noor finds one post focused on network analysis and another on procedure
design. Noor chooses a data-analysis exercise first and asks the procedure-design provider about its training
and supervised experience route.

Try a small learning task

Use a fictional community centre with three rooms and competing bookings. List demand, available space,
uncertain information and affected groups. Explain one trade-off without claiming the best answer. This is only
a coordination exercise: do not calculate aviation separations, design flight procedures or propose real
clearances.

My question or learning task and what | will produce
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Separate routes from requirements

Country examples illustrate different systems. They do not establish equivalence, transferability or your
eligibility. Check the current authority, course and employer requirements for the exact role before acting.

European network and EU examples
EUROCONTROL and the applicable EU authority « Coordination function versus regulated design competence

EUROCONTROL describes collaborative European route-network and airspace design. Separately,
Part-FPD in EASA's March 2025 compilation requires a provider to ensure its designers have relevant
training, sufficient experience and continuation training. These are different scopes. Later amendments
appear in the regulatory index, so verify the applicable text. [F1, F3, F4]

United States example
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) ¢ Service organization not a universal entry licence

The FAA distinguishes traffic management's system-wide coordination from air traffic control and
describes activity at national, en-route and selected terminal levels with other stakeholders. This explains
the function; it does not set a generic entry qualification for every analyst or traffic-management vacancy.
Check the actual employer notice and training route. [F2]

Three labels to use when you compare options

Category How to interpret the information

EU Part-FPD provisions concern the provider and designer competence within
Regulated requirements their scope. Do not turn those requirements into a worldwide licence, or apply
them automatically to every flow or airspace-analysis job. [F3]

A post may ask for operational experience, data skills, technical education or
Employer conditions stakeholder coordination. Read the specific notice and ask which conditions are
entry requirements versus skills developed after recruitment.

Analytical care, source tracking, clear writing and collaborative problem-solving
Typical preparation help exploration. They do not qualify someone to issue clearances, approve
airspace changes or publish a flight procedure.

Ask the question that changes the decision

Ask which function the vacancy actually serves, what prior experience is essential, what supervised
practice is provided, and who checks and authorizes the work. For procedure design, ask about training,
experience, continuation and review responsibilities rather than only the software taught.

My intended country and the authority or employer I will verify with

Medical, age, experience, security and work-permission questions belong with the competent authority or responsible
organization. Do not use this guide to decide personal eligibility or share private records.
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Plan your next step

Take one manageable action, keep its source and date, and leave unanswered questions visible. None
of these exercises grants a licence, qualification, operational authority or job entitlement.

1 Choose airspace coordination, flow management or procedure design as the first function to investigate.
2 Find a real role description and identify its organization, output, decision authority and entry route.

3 Record a current official source and the questions that still require employer or competent-authority
confirmation.

4 Complete one safe analytical exercise and use it to select a realistic next learning step.

The most important question | still need answered

My next action and review date

Official sources and scope

All links below were checked at the stated scope on 27 October 2026. Requirements can change. These organizations do
not endorse Avi Learner or this guide.

[F1] EUROCONTROL Route network and airspace design

European collaborative airspace and route-network design function.

[F2] FAA Traffic Management Overview

US traffic-management and ATC distinction; organizational scope.

[F3] EASA Part FPD in the March 2025 Easy Access Rules
FPD.OR.100 and .115 scope, provider process and designer competence.

[F4] EASA ATM ANS provision of services regulatory index
Check later amendments and applicability beyond the March 2025 compilation.

Explore related Avi Learner pages

Air traffic management overview
Air traffic services explainer
Training provider checklist

Original educational explanations and fictional examples only. No ICAO manual is reproduced. This guide is not flight
instruction, operational guidance, legal or medical advice, or an individual assessment. Beginner testing and owner and subject
review are still pending.
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https://avilearner.com/training-checklist.html
https://avilearner.com/learn/air-traffic-services.html
https://avilearner.com/air-traffic-management.html
https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/regulations/air-traffic-managementair-navigation-services-atmans-provision-services
https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/document-library/easy-access-rules/online-publications/easy-access-rules-atm-ans-regulation-eu?erules-id=ERULES-1963177438-17586
https://www.faa.gov/nextgen/programs/weather/tfm_support/overview
https://www.eurocontrol.int/function/route-network-and-airspace-design
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